
 Health and Safety Compliance
All school facilities must comply with OHSA
regulations, which include:

Safe classroom layouts with clear exits
Regular fire drills and clear evacuation
procedures
Well-maintained electrical equipment
Accessible and functional first aid kits
Trained safety officers or first aid
responders on-site

Creating Safer Schools
A SOUTH AFRICAN PERSPECTIVE

Supervision and Behaviour
Management
A visible and proactive adult
presence reduces bullying,
vandalism, and accidents.
Effective strategies include:

Duty rosters for
playground and corridor
supervision
Zero-tolerance policies on
violence, with counselling
support
Monitoring of bathrooms
and less-visible zones
Encouraging learners to
report concerns
anonymously

Building a Culture of Safety
True safety comes from
awareness, trust, and shared
responsibility. Encourage:

Safety committees that
include learners and
parents
Reporting of hazards
without fear of blame
Annual safety weeks or
campaigns
Ongoing staff training on
child protection and first
aid

A safe school is a thriving
school. By following South
African legal frameworks
and promoting a culture of
care and vigilance, we can
ensure that every learner has
the right to grow, learn, and
dream — without fear.
Let’s make safety everyone’s
job — from the gate to the
classroom.

chool safety is more than a
priority in South Africa. it’s a legal
and moral obligation. S

With the Occupational Health and
Safety Act (OHSA) and the South
African Schools Act (SASA) setting
clear responsibilities for schools, it’s
essential that every staff member,
parent, and learner plays a part in
building a secure learning environment.

Physical Infrastructure Safety
Unsafe infrastructure is a leading cause of
injury in schools. Key checks should include:

Secure fencing and monitored gates
Stable furniture and fittings
Slip-resistant walkways and steps
Regular maintenance of sports and
playground equipment
Hazard signage in high-risk areas

Emergency Preparedness
From fires to natural disasters
or intruders, schools must be
ready. Every school should
have:

A written emergency
response plan
Evacuation maps posted
throughout the school
Emergency contact lists
updated termly
Lockdown and drill
protocols tested regularly


